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The district of Bellary is generally very flat and open,
and in the hot season the country has a sterile ap-
pearance from the scarcity of trees and vegetation : but shortly after
the first fall of the rains in June, the plains "become converted into
vast and luxuriant fields of grain. Most of the open country is a rich
black cotton ground, but near to the hills it is of a deep red, and is
much covered with stones.

and Im- ^Q principal rivers in the Bellary district are the
Toongabtidra, the Pennar, Huggry, or Yedavutee, a
branch of the Toongabudra, and the Ohitravutee. There are nume-
rous other small rivers and nullahs, which empty themselves into the
Toongabudra, and only contain running water during the rains,
None of the rivers, large or small, are navigable for any distance.

The wood required for the use of the station of Bellary is floated
down the Toongabudra. Several annicuts or dams are built across the
head of the latter river to raise the height of the stream, from which,
water-courses are opened for the irrigation of extensive tracts of coun-
try along its banks, particxdarly at Ohitwadaghee Hampy, (the ancient
Beejanugger), Seeragoopah and Eampoor.

The principal reservoir is that of Bookapxitnam, formed by em-
banking the gorges of a range of hills, through which, flows the
river Chitravutce, a large and usually abundant stream ; the surplus
of which, after filling the extensive lake of Durmavaram, some miles
lower down its course, supplies a number of small irrigating channels.

The Darojee, Shinganinulla, and ^^tapoor tanks, are the next in
importance, but those depending on inferior streams, are very preca-
rious in their returns.
The tank of Camlapoor, is the only one accessible to the waters of
the Toongabtidra, which it receives in limited quantity, from the
surplus of an extensive river channel.
The following statement exhibits the value of the principal tanks
in Bellary, the revenue being taken at the highest amount realized in
the most favorable season, and exclusive of all deductions,